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Our Mission 
 

Invite, Engage, Equip, 
Embody 

 

Invite our neighbors as Jesus 
has invited us; 

Engage in a community 
of graceful discipleship; 

Equip our members for growth 
in faith and ministry; 

Embody the love of Jesus for 
the world around us. 

 

 
 

Reformation Lutheran 
Church 

613 Lakeview Ave. 
Milford, Delaware 19963 

Phone: 302 422-9117 
www.reformation-lutheran.net 

 

Kids, Inc. 
Phone: 302 422-9099 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:30am-3:00pm 
 

Worship Services 
Sept.-May 

8:30am & 11:00am 
 

Memorial Day- Labor Day 
10:00am 

 

Faith Connections 
 for All Ages 

Sept-May 
9:45am-10:45am 

How Your Generosity Works 

Pastor Eric W. Evers 

As we enter into the new calendar year, I want to share a little about “how your generosity 

works.” This is just good for church members to know. But it may also help answer 

questions like one I have heard recently: “how come we’ve had to use our line of credit 

even though we had such a successful capital campaign?” Yvonne Jones Lembo, a 

stewardship leader in the ELCA, uses the image of a three-legged stool to show how the 

funding of a church’s mission works. One leg is “regular offerings.” The second is “capital 

campaigns.” The third leg is “planned gifts.” Just like three legs are necessary for a stable 

stool, so all three of these make the financial strength of a congregation stable. 

“Regular offerings” are just what the name says. These gifts collected every Sunday fund 

the day-to-day work of the church: utility bills, salaries, office expenses, and the like. Your 

gifts allow our congregation to function. This offering level fluctuates during the year, as you 

might expect. In the colder months of January and February, and in the summer as well, 

attendance tends to be lower, and so regular giving is lower. As we get closer to Easter, 

and then again towards Christmas, attendance and offerings pick up. This means that 

“crunch times” can happen in late winter, late summer, or early fall. Unfortunately, 

Reformation has sometimes had to use our line of credit to carry us through those crunch 

times, and we do still have a balance on that line. While the Council works diligently to keep 

our expenses down to the necessities, we often cut it very close with our regular offerings, 

and the growth we have seen in recent years is very hopeful for the future. 

“Capital campaigns” are a normal, healthy part of a congregation’s life. Periodically, a 

church will have needs well beyond its regular budget or even a “rainy day fund.” A capital 

    Continues on Page 2           
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Our Church Leaders: 
 

Head of the Church: Jesus Christ 
 

President:  Marv Navarro            (302) 382-4870 
Vice-President:  Fred Seth           (302) 628-8909 
Secretary:   Emily McDougall           (302) 382-9281       
Treasurer:  Janet Lonergan     financerlc1@gmail.com 
   
 

Council Members: 
Lee Clarke             (302) 741-2396          
Linda Helm             (302) 422-2947 
Josh McDuff             (302) 265-2868 
Mark Nauman             (302) 422-3693 
Beth Quattrociocchi                        (607) 727-9827 
Bill Vendetti             (302) 424-8293 
 

Our Staff: 
The Rev. Eric W. Evers             Pastor
     Phone: (H) 422-5128     
                        Email: pr.eric@reformation-lutheran.net 

 

The Rev. Paige G. Evers             Pastor
     Phone: (H) 422-5128 
              Email: pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net 

 
 

Gail Betton Kelso             Director of Music Ministry 
                & Organist 
Phone: (C) 228-4155 

          Email: wooden88@hotmail.com  
 

Mary Lu Wilson                  Director, Kids, Inc.
                 Phone: (C) 422-9099  

            Email: kidsincrlc@hotmail.com 
 

Kathy Kimmel-Russ        Administrative Assistant 
               Phone: (W) 422-9117 
                 Email rlc.milford@gmail.com 
 

 

Faith Navarro                 Newsletter Editors 
Linda Helm  
Trish Boyer                   Email:  
Bill Vendetti                  marvandfaith@comcast.net 
   

     The Reporter is published monthly, and mailed to all member 
households. The deadline for submitting material for the next issue 
is the 15th day of each month. Please send, as early as possible, 
your articles, notices, photos, etc. to the newsletter email address 
above. The Reporter is assembled on the Monday of the last full 
week of each month and mailed that week.  
 

A full color downloadable PDF version is posted at: 
www.reformation-lutheran.net/reporter 

Pastor's Message Continues 

campaign asks people to give above and beyond their regular 

offerings for a specific vision and plan. Because of this defined 

nature, funds given to a capital campaign are restricted to the 

purposes of the campaign. People therefore often worry that a 

capital campaign will reduce regular giving, but if the campaign 

is targeted to a clear mission, and is conducted on the basis of 

sacrifice and faith, this almost never happens. (Our recent 

experience bears this out: regular offerings increased in 2017 

over 2016, on top of gifts to the campaign.) The atmosphere of 

teaching on faith, generosity, and sacrifice lifts the entire giving 

of the congregation. 

Planned giving is the third leg of the stool, where members 

include the congregation in their wills. This enables people to let 

the faith that guided their finances in life continue to be a 

blessing after their passing. Planned gifts may be invested to 

generate income. While “regular offerings” are unrestricted, and 

capital campaigns are restricted to focused projects, planned 

gifts can sit between this. It isn’t healthy for a church to depend 

on “endowment income” for regular operations, but these gifts 

can be used to sustain a congregation’s ongoing health. The 

path Reformation took with the Loderhose Trust was to decide 

that income from the trust could be spent only on evangelism, 

youth and family ministry, or property/ debt reduction projects 

outside the scope of our normal budget. In some instances, 

planned gifts can be used in a healthy way to sustain regular 

operations, often with specific limits on the amount and the 

purposes. These can allow congregations to offer ministries that 

would otherwise be beyond their size, or to ensure stability 

during the seasonal “ebb and flow” of regular offerings. 

Reformation also receives memorial gifts, gifts to the Pastors’ 

Discretionary Fund, and gifts towards “benevolence.” Memorial 

gifts are held by the church until they can be used to meet 

specific needs. The Pastors’ Discretionary Fund addresses 

physical needs of members of our community (such as food, 

heat, or electricity). “Benevolence” offerings are passed on to 

the DE-MD Synod to fund the ministries of our wider Church. 

Finally, the income of Kids, Inc. (our daycare ministry) fully funds 

its operation, including paying for its portion of the church’s 

regular expenses (utilities, cleaning, etc.). 

So, what does this mean for you? I hope it gives you a better 

picture of how your giving enables Reformation to exist and  

Continues on Page 3         
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The Numbers! 

 Birthdays and Anniversaries, January 2018* 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

1 
Andrew Racz 

2 
Neal Richard 

3 
Susie Antonik 

4 
Dan Haggerty 
Matt Schlegel 
Richard Hascup 

5 6 

7 
Drew Ranney 
Jan Barbier 

8 9 
Diane Fleming 

10 
Jim Fleming 
 

11 
Daniel McPherson 

12 
Andrew Fleming 
Brooke 
McKenzie 

13 
Carole Warrington 
Kristin Smith 
Pam Ferguson 
Scott Fleming 

14 
James Bahder 
Scott Steele 

15 
Ian Smith 

16 
Dixie Johnson 
Donna Johnson 
Emily Zammetti 
Gabriella Varney 

17 
John & Pam 

Ferguson 

18 
Terry & 

Christine Sohn 

19 
Bob VanGorder 

20 

21 
Eric Norenberg 
Pr. Gordan 

& Sandie 

Simmons 

22 23 24 
Bill Raihall 

25 
Jen Miller 
Pete Hutter 

26 

Pat Batchelor 

27 
Dick Luiken 
 

28 29 30 
Bret Fleming 

31    

*Birthdays are in plain text, Anniversaries are bold, centered, italic and blue 

Pastor's Message Continues 

make a difference for our members and our community. I hope it also encourages you to remember Reformation regularly in 

your weekly giving and your pledge to the capital campaign. When we “even out” the peaks and valleys of offerings, our 

church can function more effectively. And finally, I hope this plants a seed of considering how you might further the work of 

Reformation, through regular offerings, gifts to the capital campaign, or even through your estate planning. The spiritual 

commitment and financial habit of generosity will make an eternal difference. Thank you! 

From the Church Financial Desk:  

YTD Annual Attendance Numbers (through mid-December): 

Average Weekly Worship Attendance: 122 (123 last year)  

Financial Report (as of 11/30/17): 

Total Income:   $452,401.61 

Total Expense:   $462,557.93 

Income – Expense:  -$ 10,156.32 

The reduced attendance in November also negatively impacted offering income. While offerings are still more than 4.5% 

higher than they were at the end of November in 2016, we have lost some ground, and are running behind. As this is being 

written, we are hopeful that Christmas offerings will help close this gap. Thanks to a special gift and to the use of the 

church’s line of credit, we will not have to hold any 2017 bills into 2018. By the time you receive this, it will be 2018, so 

Reformation asks that you remember the church in January, so that we do not fall behind in the new year. Thank you for 

your generous support! 
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Church Ministries 

WELCA NEWS 

WELCA Mission Statement: 

To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Mark your Calendar for our Upcoming WELCA Monthly Meetings 

January 4, 2018 Pat Wolfgang ~ 1 pm 

February 1, 2018 Pat Kost ~ 1 pm 

February 28, 2018 Souper Supper ~ set up @ 6 pm, Supper served @ 6:30, Pat Nilsson, Hostess 

April 5, 2018  Deborah Young ~ 1 pm 

May  TBD  Birthday Luncheon, TBD 

June 7   Dottie Lofland ~ Noon. Covered dish.  Sign-up sheet on bulletin board across from kitchen.   

 

Mitten Tree 

With your generosity and kindness, the Reformation Lutheran Church congregation provided gifts for 28 Seniors/Disabled, 6 

for the Boys & Girls Club, 11 Pillows with Cases for Code Purple, along with Pastors Discretionary Fund, Seminary and 

World Hunger appeals. The Christian Service Committee would like to thank everyone for their loving kindness. Also thank 

you to Kids Inc. for their excellent job of putting up The Mitten Tree, to Suzette and Dakota Madanat for hanging the 

Mittens, to Alice Daino for the making of the mittens and to Suzanne Madanat for finding the greatest needs and fulfilling 

wishes. 

 

World Hunger, Sunday February 18
th

 2018 

 ELCA World Hunger supports 400 programs in the United States and in nearly 60 countries in the fight against hunger 

and poverty. Congregational giving makes up the largest percentage of giving through ELCA World Hunger. The Christian 

Service Committee will have ELCA World Hunger envelopes available in the Narthex, beginning on Sunday, February 

11th. Please designate ELCA donation on the memo line of your check and place in the offering. Thank You! 

 

Spread the word!   

 

Please “Like” Reformation’s Facebook page for  

news, announcements, and photos of church events!  www.facebook.com/RLCmilford 

Reformation is also on Instagram! 

Please follow our church’s profile: @rlcmilford 

http://www.facebook.com/RLCmilford/
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Check in and tweet or post about what’s going on with the hashtag #RLCMilford, or post on Facebook  

and tag Reformation Lutheran Church 

Faith Connections 

Faith Connections Invites All Ages to Learn and Grow 

You are invited to attend Faith Connections, our Sunday morning learning hour, from 9:45-10:45 a.m.  Stay after the 8:30 

a.m. worship service, or come before the 11:00 a.m. service, for Christian growth and learning.  The mission of Faith 

Connections is: Building and sustaining our faith community one relationship at a time. 

We offer coffee and refreshments every week at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Visit with your church family, welcome 

visitors, and enjoy catching up with each other.  On the Sundays that we have ReCreation events at 12:15 p.m., Faith 

Connections does not meet. Everyone is encouraged to attend worship and the ReCreation lunch and learning event on 

ReCreation days. Since ReCreation is designed for the whole congregation, all ages, to come and learn together, we focus 

on worship and ReCreation on those Sundays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of Faith Connections Groups held from 9:45-10:45 a.m.: 

Everyone: Coffee, refreshments, and conversation in the Fellowship Hall. 

Infants: Play with Ms. Kristen in the Nursery 

Preschool through 3rd Grade, (Parents or caregivers with younger children are welcome to attend with their 

child): Faith Connections Kids with Ms. Jeanne in the large double classroom. 

4th-12th Grades: Faith Connections Youth with Pastor Paige in the Classroom across from the Nursery.  

Adults: Adult Bible Study with Pastor Eric, Pastor Gordon, and Chris Antonik in the Fellowship Hall. 
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Announcements 

Fleece Crafting Event 

The Christian Service Committee would like to thank all of its members, the Youth Group and Congregational members 

who help to cut out Fleece Scarves for Code Purple Men, Women and Children & People’s Place Group Home Girls, ages 

13-18. Also, a shout out to Faith Navarro & Kristin Schlegel for planning out the event, purchasing the fleece, figuring out 

the tools and the measurements needed! The event was a success and with some material left over we are planning 

another fun fleece event soon! It seemed like everyone who helped out had a great time! Please feel free to join us next 

time! 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

One of the yearly traditions of the Christian Service Committee and the Reformation Lutheran Congregation is to enjoy 

some healthy competition for a great cause. We collect Hearty Soups to benefit the Milford Community Pantry on 

‘Souper’ Bowl Sunday, which will be on February 4, 2018 this year. Each team will have a designated bin located in the 

Narthex. The teams’ bin with the most “hearty soups” is the Winner! A “Soup Pot” will also be available for monetary 

donations. Stay tuned for the announcement of teams. Turn out and show your team spirit! Thank you for your continued 

support of the Milford Community Pantry! 

 
 

Forever Angel Tree Cards 

Christian Service Committee’s Forever Angel Tree has a goal to collect 4 gift cards per month from Food Lion, Wal-Mart 

or Wawa. The donated cards will be used throughout the year to help the elderly and disabled. Just place the card in the 

collection plate and Suzanne Madanat, a Counselor for the Division of Services for the Aging and Adults with Physical 

Disabilities, will see they are delivered where the need is greatest, as with the Mitten Tree gifts.   Why do we earmark Food 

Lion, Wal-Mart and Wawa as our gift cards of choice? When Suzanne asked her clients where they would most like cards 

from, they chose Food Lion because their money goes further there, Wal-Mart because the sundries department has the 

best selection of adult personal care products, which are not covered by their medical benefits, such as adult diapers, etc. 

And if they are trying to find a job, sometimes getting to an interview can’t happen because they have no extra money for 

gas. These cards make their life easier when they are in a pinch. 

We know we have just come off of the holiday season, where everyone is in a giving mood and there seems to be plenty to 

go around. But the other months can be challenging for those with limited and fixed incomes. Let’s keep Christmas in our 

hearts all year for those less fortunate than ourselves! 

Thank You! 
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Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord 

From the choir loft... 

Can you believe that it's 2018? In the blink of an eye, time rushes forward! My prayer for you this coming year.... Follow 
your heart wherever it leads you and be happy! Life is brief and it's fragile and it's only loaned to us for a little while. Wake 
up every morning knowing that life is a gift from your Creator! Spend that gift wisely! 

Thanks so much for our staff gift! We all appreciate your generosity! 

May 2018 fill your home with joy, your heart with love and your life with laughter! 

Blessings! 

Gail 

 

Ways to Pray 

Prayer Chain:  Reformation has an email prayer chain group that will lift up specific requests in 

prayer throughout the week.  This is separate from the Sunday prayers of the Church.  If you have a 

request you would like on the email prayer chain, please contact the church office.  If you would like 

to join the prayer chain group, please contact one of the pastors. 

Sunday Worship Prayer List:  The following prayer requests are from the most recent Sunday before the Reporter 

publication deadline. To add someone to the prayers of the Church in worship, please write their names on the list behind 

the altar. 

Les Armour     Ray Gannon    Pastor John Ranney   

Pat Batchelor     Kevin Gruwell    Nancy Raynolds 

June Breitfeller     Pam Gruwell    Bonnie Russell 

Linda Caccamise    Jenna     Nancy Macklin Schofield  

Elyse Cillage     Kris     Kathy and Leon Scott 

David      Libby      Scott Sieling 

Madi Dodge     Maurice Little    Stephanie      

Zach Emory     Albert McAllister    Pat Venett     

Patty Eustis     Pastor Helen McFadden  Lillian Willey  

Michael Everhart    Rose Nailor    Rex Willing 

Kimberly Finch     Letecia Prophet    Jill Young 
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ReCreation News 

 Join us for the January 21 

ReCreation Event on Prayer & Worship 

ReCreation is our year-long series of lunch and learning events for our entire 

congregation. This year’s ReCreation theme is “Teach Us to Pray.” 

Our next ReCreation event will be on January 21 at 12:15 p.m. The theme will be 

“Praying in the Pews.” We will talk about all the different ways we pray together within 

our worship service. Why do we have a Prayer of the Day? What are the Prayers of Intercession and where do they come 

from? Why do you we pray the Lord’s Prayer in the worship service? Bring your questions, and come and explore the 

prayers we share when we gather for worship on Sunday mornings. 

Our “Teach Us to Pray” ReCreation lunch and learning events are for people of all ages, families and singles, kids and 

young adults and seniors. Families with young children may not be able to stay for the entire event, but they are welcome to 

come for lunch. By sitting at tables together, the children in our church family will grow up having relationships with the 

adults at church who care about them.  

Lunch is provided for everyone at ReCreation. Enjoy fellowship as you sit and eat with members of your church family from 

all of the generations. Then fill your soul with learning and growth as we share stories of prayer, thoughts about worship, 

and insights into how we can deepen our prayer lives. 

Prayer is a key part of following Jesus and shining his light in the world. We hope you will make a commitment to coming to 

ReCreation and growing in your prayer life alongside your friends in Christ at ReCreation on January 21.  

We have plenty of room for new folks to serve on ReCreation Design Teams (they help plan the events) and Food Teams 

(they coordinate the simple lunches that are provided for everyone) in the Spring of 2018. Please contact a Core Team 

member with any questions or to get involved with ReCreation: Karen Oldland—Leader, Mary Currie, Linda Helm, Marv 

Navarro, Kristin Schlegel, Barbara Seth, Pastor Paige and Pastor Eric.  

We look forward to seeing you at the January 21 ReCreation event! 

ReCreation 2017-2018 “Teach Us to Pray” 

January 21: Praying in the Pews 

February 25: Prayer Binds Us Together 

March 18: Listening to the Lord 

April 22: Praying to Be Healed 

May 20: Prayer on the Go 
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Fellowship Opportunities for Children and Youth! 

 

You are Invited to Coffee & Crawlers on January 6 

Parents with children in preschool and younger are invited to come and play at “Coffee & Crawlers” on Saturday, January 

6 at 8:30 a.m.  Coffee and snacks will be provided.  The parents and kids meet in the Narthex one Saturday a month to play 

and talk about our lives as parents.  Please contact Pastor Paige with any questions (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net).  

Guests and their little ones are welcome, so feel free to invite a friend!  Please save the date for next month’s gathering: 

February 3 at 8:30 a.m. 

Youth & Family Ministry: Church Game Day, Saturday, January 20 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

The whole church family is invited for a winter Game Day in the Fellowship Hall on January 20. Bring your favorite games to 

share. Enjoy munching on snacks, playing games with all ages, and having some good-spirited competition! Contact Pastor 

Paige with any questions: pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net. 

First Holy Communion Class for Families begins on January 7 

Receiving Holy Communion is an important faith milestone.  We have several children in our congregation who will be 

preparing for First Holy Communion this winter.   

On January 7, during Faith Connections at 9:45 a.m., the children and their parents will meet with Pastor Paige to start 

talking about Holy Communion.  The conversation and classes will continue with the January and February ReCreation 

events. The children are anticipating receiving First Holy Communion in worship on Palm Sunday, March 25 at the 11:00 

a.m. service.   

Families with children in the age range to receive First Holy Communion have received a letter with the full schedule for 

First Holy Communion preparation.  If you are interested in having your child take part, please contact Pastor Paige 

(pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net). 

Confirmation Lunch & Learning Event 

On Sunday, January 28, our Confirmation-aged students and families will meet after the 11:00 worship service. We will join 

the Annual Meeting folks for lunch in the Fellowship Hall and then have our class after lunch.  Pastor Paige looks forward to 

continuing our discussions together on the Small Catechism, the Bible, and how we live out our faith in daily life.   

Sharing God’s Love through Chapel for Kids’ Inc. 

If you’ve ever been in our church building on a weekday afternoon, you know how full of life and energy it is with school-age 

children playing, doing homework, making crafts, and enjoying each other’s company at Kids’ Inc.  Every month, Pastor 

Paige Evers, assisted by Reformation member Jeanne Coherd, leads a Chapel service for the Kids’ Inc. children. It’s 

exciting to share the good news of God’s love and grace with the students from Kindergarten on up. Please keep Kids’ Inc. 

Chapel in your prayers as work to touch the children’s hearts with the love of Jesus and be a positive influence on their 

families’ lives! 

 

Children & Youth Summary Calendar for January, 2018 Events on reverse side 

mailto:pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net
mailto:pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net
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Opportunities for Children and Youth Summary Calendar for January, 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Coffee & Crawlers,  
8:30 a.m. 

7 
First Holy 
Communion Class, 
9:45 a.m. 
 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Church Game Day, 3 
p.m. 

21 
ReCreation, 12:15 
p.m. 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 
Confirmation, 12:15 
p.m. 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31    

 

 


