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Our Mission 
 

Invite, Engage, Equip, 
Embody 

 

Invite our neighbors as Jesus 
has invited us; 

Engage in a community 
of graceful discipleship; 

Equip our members for growth 
in faith and ministry; 

Embody the love of Jesus for 
the world around us. 

 

 
 

Reformation Lutheran 
Church 

613 Lakeview Ave. 
Milford, Delaware 19963 

Phone: 302 422-9117 
www.reformation-lutheran.net 

 

Kids, Inc. 
Phone: 302 422-9099 

 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am-3:30pm 
 

Worship Services 
Sept.-May 

8:30am & 11:00am 
 

Memorial Day- Labor Day 
10:00am 

 

Faith Connections 
 for All Ages 

Sept-May 
9:45am-10:45am 

Freedom and Peace 

When this month’s newsletter goes out, we will be gearing up for the Fourth of July 

weekend. As I write this, Milford schools are finishing for the year. And so, “freedom” is on 

my mind: the freedom of kids in the summer, the freedom of vacations, and the celebration 

of our nation’s freedom. But there is a deeper freedom. We can have freedom from class 

schedules or work demands; we can have freedom of speech and association; we can 

have economic freedom or the freedom to choose where we live and work. We can have all 

of these freedoms and still not be truly free. Our spirits can fail to soar. Our hearts can be 

trapped in pain, fear, envy, or pride; our lives can be stuck in unhealthy patterns and 

choices. There must be a freedom that is more than these. 

It is the same with peace. While I would never want to minimize the courage, the valor, and 

the sacrifices of those who serve in our armed forces in the global war on terror, the vast 

majority of Americans have no fear of armed conflict. And every four or eight years in our 

nation, we have the remarkable occurrence of the handover of political power from one 

president to another, in a peaceful and orderly fashion. And yet, how many of us truly feel 

peace? How many of us are able to rest quietly with our own thoughts? How often do we 

paper over major differences with others because we can’t have real conversations? How 

many of us feel stress and anxiety on a regular basis? Are we truly people at peace? 

This summer, we will be exploring the themes of “freedom” and “peace” in our Sunday sermons. 

Saint Paul’s letter to the Galatians is a masterpiece of teaching on Christian freedom. In Galatians, 

Paul pushes his readers to give up trying to build their relationships with God and with each other 

on our own human efforts, relying instead on the free grace of Jesus Christ. What does it mean to  

Continues on Page 2. . . 
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Our Church Leaders: 
Head of the Church: Jesus Christ 

President:  Linda Helm            (302) 422-2947 
Vice-President:  Fred Seth           (302) 628-8909 
Secretary:  Marge Leach           (609) 618-0433       
Treasurer:  Emmett Venett      financerlc1@gmail.com 

Council Members: 
Lisa Caccamise                       (847) 401-8271 
Lee Clarke             (302) 741-2396          
Melissa Miller             (717) 377-9225  
Joyce Nauman             (302) 422-3693         
Marv Navarro             (302) 382-4870 
Kristin Schlegel             (302) 424-0294 
Bill Vendetti             (302) 424-8293 
Emily Racz                                   Youth Representative 

Our Staff: 
The Rev. Eric W. Evers             Pastor
     Phone: (H) 422-5128  

                        Email: pr.eric@reformation-lutheran.net 
 

The Rev. Paige G. Evers             Pastor
     Phone: (H) 422-5128 
              Email: pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net 

 

 

Gail Betton Kelso             Director of Music Ministry 

                & Organist 
Phone: (C) 228-4155 

          Email: wooden88@hotmail.com  
 

Mary Lu Wilson                  Director, Kids, Inc.
                 Phone: (C) 422-9099  

            Email: kidsincrlc@hotmail.com 
 

Pat Sparks         Administrative Assistant 

               Phone: (W) 422-9117 

  Email: office@reformation-lutheran.net 
 

Faith Navarro                 Newsletter Editors 
Linda Helm, Trish Boyer 
Barbara Seth    Proofreader            
Bill Vendetti     Transporter 

Email Reporter Articles to:  marvandfaith@comcast.net 

     The Reporter is published monthly and mailed to all member 
households. The deadline for submitting material for the next issue 
is the 15th day of each month. Please send, as early as possible, 
your articles, notices, photos, etc. to the newsletter email address 
above. The Reporter is assembled on the Monday of the last full 
week of each month and mailed that week.  
 

A full color downloadable PDF version is posted at: 
www.reformation-lutheran.net/reporter 

 

Pastor's Message Continues 

be free “from the Law” even as we know God has created us 

to do good and not evil? In a culture where “freedom” means 

“you can do whatever you desire,” how can we escape being 

in bondage to our desires? Galatians will guide us through this 

spiritual territory. 

Paul’s letter to the Romans might not be known as a testimony 

to peace in the same way that Galatians is to freedom, but 

Paul wrote to a congregation trying to figure out how Jewish 

and Gentile believers could live together in the same church. 

How could ethnic groups separated by centuries of distrust 

share life together? In Romans, Paul shows us how the peace 

that Christ creates for us with God extends into our hearts, our 

relationships, and every aspect of our lives. 

We know that summer is a time of travel for many people, so 

we will be careful to make sure that each sermon in these two 

series stands on its own. If you miss a Sunday, you won’t be 

lost when you come back! (As always, though, recordings of 

the sermons are available on our web site.) Freedom and 

peace are understood by most people in a very shallow way. 

But by the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus gives us freedom 

and peace that are deep, joyful, and eternal. Come this 

summer and grow in your faith! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Eric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Schedule is in Full Swing! 

Our summer worship schedule is 

one service at 10:00am,  

with no Faith Connections 

 during June, July and August. 

Please join us for  

God’s love and renewal 

during the summer months! 

 

mailto:pr.eric@reformation-lutheran.net
mailto:wooden88@hotmail.com
mailto:kidsincrlc@hotmail.com
http://www.reformation-lutheran.net/reporter
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The Numbers! 

From the Church Financial Desk:  

2019 YTD Average Attendance Numbers (through mid-June, 2019): 

Average Weekly Worship Attendance:  126 (131 last year) 

 

2019 Financial Report:   

Memorials:        $  7,311.60 

Loderhose:           4,926.90 

Kids Inc:           3,669.42 

Parish General:       -11,723.14 

Total:                        4,184.79 

Comments: 

The month of May was a three-pay period month instead of two, and we saw a number of necessary repair bills come in. In 
addition, we are paying more for our cleaning service (but are getting a much cleaner church building!). Offering income 
remains steady, and with ongoing support from the congregation, we will be able to put income vs. expenses back into a 
positive position. 

Church Ministries 

WELCA NEWS 

WELCA Mission Statement: 

To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

The June meeting of WELCA was held at Dottie Lofland's home following a delicious potluck luncheon with 15 persons 

attending.  The June luncheon and WELCA meeting has been held at Dottie's home (beach house home or current home) 

since WELCA's first June meeting in 1966. We had a short celebration for Dottie’s birthday, which was the day following our 

meeting, on June 7. We sang “Happy Birthday” to close our meeting 

A short business meeting followed the luncheon, discussing old and new business and then turned to the election of officers 

for the 2019 ~2020 year. The following submitted their names for office.  They were elected by affirmation. 

 Faith Navarro - President 

 Pat Kost - Vice President 

 Marion Suski - Secretary 

 Alice Daino - Treasurer 

 Pat Nilsson - Program 

 Carol Whyte - Sunshine (Alice Daino will be backup.) 

We wish our newly elected officers’ success in the upcoming year and would like to invite any interested women who are 

looking for a new way to connect with other women in our church, to share their talents, to please join us at our first meeting 

of the year, on September 5. 2019, at Pat Wolfgang’s house at 1 pm. It will be a normal meeting, not a luncheon, which is 

a break from our normal routine. 
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 July Appeals 

ADOPT-A-STUDENT 2019 

Adopt-A-Family would like to thank Reformation Lutheran Church for their continued support. 3,500 children were provided 

assistance through the Adopt-A-Family program in Delaware over the past three years. The children are our future and, with 

your continued help, the children served will continue to overcome challenges in accomplishing their academic goals, and 

increase their willingness to engage in the opportunities available to them. This year Adopt-A-Family is asking for donations 

for students in first through twelfth grades.  Donations of backpacks and school supplies as well as gift cards can be 

purchased through their online portal. Choose your purchases by county: New Castle, Kent, and Sussex. All supply orders 

and gifts cards will be shipped directly to Adopt-A-Family. Donations purchased online need to be ordered by August 2nd, 

2019. All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. To purchase online please see the below web sites 

Kent County: https://www.roonga.com/aas2019kent 

Sussex County: https://www.roonga.com/aas2019sussex 

For online support you may email: support@roonga.com 

If you do not wish to donate online: 

The Christian Service Committee will be collecting donations of Backpacks in the month of July for the Delaware Health 

and Social Services Adopt-A-Family program. The Backpacks are for students in one through twelfth grades. 

There will be a receptacle located in the Narthex for the donated Backpacks. Adopt-A-Family Backpack donations need to 

be turned in by Sunday, July 28th 2019 for timely delivery to the Milford Kent/Sussex Adopt-A-Family State office.  

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” Nelson Mandela 

 

Operation Christmas Child boxes 

Although we are enjoying summer and it’s hard to imagine 
Christmas 

 

we are ready to begin collecting items for the Samaritan 
Ministry Operation Christmas Child boxes again. This 

year we will NOT need any boxes but we do need to fill the 
many boxes that we do have. We will begin our focus with 

collecting school items and toiletries. Please remember NO 
liquids like bottles of white glue, Germ-X, or shampoos. 

Thank you for your continued support for this ministry that 
touches families throughout the world. There will be a 

collection box in the Narthex from July through October. 
For any questions please contact:  

Karen Oldland at 302-752-7130 

 

Christian Service Committee 

Milford Community Pantry Summer 

Appeal 

While school is not in session, some children in 
our community do not have the means to 

purchase nutritional meals. 

To assist the Milford Community Pantry, the Christian 
Service Committee is collecting donations of non-

refrigerated Single Serve meals and/or Canned Pasta 
during the month of July. 

 
A receptacle will be located in the Narthex for the food 

donations in July. 

 Let Reformation Lutheran Church be a 

Blessing to Children by helping to provide 

nutritional foods during their Summer 

Months!    

https://www.roonga.com/aas2019kent
https://www.roonga.com/aas2019sussex
mailto:support@roonga.com
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Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord! 

From the choir loft... 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

There are so many ways to serve the Lord and we are all called according to the gifts of 

the Spirit.  Reformation is such a remarkable congregation because we share our gifts and 

serve in a wonderful variety of ways.  I see our members setting tables, pulling weeds, 

painting and cleaning, giving sacrificially, pressing linens, reading scripture, cooking a meal, 

praying fervently, counting the offering.  Big or small, these gifts and talents come from 

the Lord and are returned to Him in service.  I must confess, I almost feel a little selfish 

singing in the choir.  There is friendship and camaraderie, laughter and singing.  But there 

are also tears and confessions, prayers, and for me, healing.  We don’t just sing about God; 

I sing to God.  On those days when I struggle with whatever obstacle life seems to have 

dropped in my path, choir practice brings me to a group of loving and understanding people 

who accept and love me without judgement.  And when we sing together, it becomes a 

prayer – of gratitude, of lamentation, of healing.  I am pierced by the Holy Spirit, lifted by 

the words and music, and sent forth inspired to spread God’s word throughout the coming 

days.  Sunday mornings when we sing for you, my hopes are that this same prayer washes 

out over you, so that you too, can know his Love and healing presence.  Come, there is 

always room. 

May the Lord be with you! 

Kristin Schlegel 

Delaware – Maryland Synod Assembly 2019 

We were honored to be asked to be the 2019 Lay Voting Members for Reformation at the Delaware – Maryland Synod 
Assembly in Hunt Valley, Maryland. This year’s assembly took place on May 30 – June 1.  

The theme for this year’s Assembly was “Holy Wisdom, Holy Word”.  This puts a focus on a regular study of scripture, and 
was the key point of the Assembly.  All participants were asked to commit to reading the Bible for 90 consecutive days 
starting June 1. We were all given a resource “Moravian Daily Texts 2019” to help us do this. There are also many other 
resources available such as “The Word in Season” which is available in our narthex and “Christ in Our Home.”  Both of 
these are published by Augsburg Fortress Publishing Company. I use these every day and they are both excellent 
resources.  

There were a number of resolutions and memorials discussed and voted on.  The following memorials were approved: 
creating a task force to create a new document related to the expectations of leaders in this church, a resolution on gun 
violence, and benefits for church wide staff.    The following resolutions were also approved:  becoming a reconciling in 
Christ synod, global church Sunday, concerning congregational advocacy, and recommitting to eradicate world hunger. 

The Lutheran Youth Organization for the Synod is now up to 70 members. They did an excellent job of running a Hymn Sing 
and organizing and running the Worship Service that closed out the Synod Assembly. 

Bishop Bill Gohl will be taking a Sabbatical during the months of June, July, and August. Bishop Claire Burkat will be filling 
in for him. 

John and Marge Leach 

2019 Synod Assembly Lay Voting Members 
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Prayers, Well Wishes, Reflections, and Condolences 

Ways to Pray 

Prayer Chain:  Reformation has an email prayer chain group that will lift up specific requests in prayer throughout the 

week.  This is separate from the Sunday prayers of the Church.  If you have a request you would like on the email prayer 

chain, please contact the church office.  If you would like to join the prayer chain group, please contact one of the pastors. 

Sunday Worship Prayer List:  The following prayer requests are from the most recent Sunday before the Reporter 

publication deadline. To add someone to the prayers of the Church in worship, please write their names on the list behind 

the altar.   

Winston James Allabaugh  Zach Emory    Joyce Nauman 

Breanne Anoushian   Rick Essar    Pastor John Ranney 

Rex Batchelor    Patty Eustis    Lisa Tisch 

Laura Binder    Ray Gannon    Laura Thornburg 

June Breitfeller    J.R. Griffith    Jessica Waddington   

Linda Caccamise   Kevin and Pam Gruwell   Frank Walker, Jr.   

David     Connie Howell    Frank Walker, Sr.  

Eileen Davis    Kathy Kimmel-Russ   Tammy Lee Walls  

Madi Dodge    Albert Lambertson   Chris Warren   

Pastor Michael Dubsky   Jay Lewis    Dot Willis    

Eric     Dawn McKelvey    David P Wilson 
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Announcements and Updates 

PUBLIC POLICY OFFICE HOLDS “LUTHERAN DAY AT THE CAPITOL” 

 Lutherans from Millsboro to Wilmington gathered in Dover on June 8 to renew an old tradition: “Lutheran Day at the 

Capitol.”  They crowded into the Fellowship Hall at St. Andrew’s to pray, sing, listen and learn about the workings of the 

Delaware Legislature and about Advocacy in the ELCA.  There were also updates on this year’s work of the DE Lutheran 

Office for Public Policy, an office begun in 1985 but renewed this year after a seven-year lapse. 

Amy Reumann, Director of Advocacy for the ELCA, came from Washington DC to update participants on what is happening 

nationally and in the 16 state Advocacy Offices across the country.  She listed her office’s priorities for this year:  Affordable 

Housing and Homelessness, Child Nutrition, Criminal Justice Reform, Healthcare, the Environment, and, internationally, 

Peacebuilding, Foreign Assistance, Gender Justice, and Migration. 

Two state Representatives, William Carson and Michael Ramone, addressed the group and were peppered with questions 

about the workings of the Legislature and on issues from clean water to the state’s tax system.  Carson, a United Methodist, 

and Ramone, a Roman Catholic, both spoke about their faith formation and about how it influences the choices they make 

when they vote on various issues.  It’s not always easy or uncomplicated.  In a moving personal note, Ramone, who called 

himself a “good Catholic boy” explained that he voted in favor of Marriage Equality against the advice of his church.  “My 

son is gay,” he said, “and he’s a great kid.  I just couldn’t understand how God would condemn him to hell.” 

 Both the Representative encouraged the group to be persistent in its Advocacy.  Sometimes the process takes a while.  

“’No’ doesn’t always mean ‘No’”, one of them explained.  Sometimes it just means ‘Not Yet.’” 

 This year has been a year of laying the foundation for the renewed work of the Public Policy Office.  I have been visiting in 

our congregations and having one-on-one meetings with the 62 Senators and Representatives.  The Policy Council expects 

to narrow the focus for 2020 in order to zero in on specific issues. 

--Gordon Simmons, State Public Policy Officer, DE Lutheran Office for Public Policy 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 
Annual Church Picnic! 

August 25, 2019 

We are planning live music, more games, delicious food with all the fixin’s! 

Please mark your calendars so you won’t miss out on all the fun! 

It is also Blessing of the Backpacks Sunday, so worship with us as a family and 

then join us for more family fun at the Annual Church Picnic! 

The Annual Picnic Committee would love for you to join us as we plan this fun event. Our next meeting will be held on 

July 29th at 9:00 am. We will be meeting in the Annex (previously known as the Parsonage). Please join us! 

We love new ideas! 
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Thank You from People’s Place 

 

People's Place 

Helping people find their path to growth and independence 

May 09, 2019 

Reformation Lutheran Church 

613 Lakeview Rd 

Milford, DE 19963 

Dear Reformation Lutheran Church Members: 

On behalf of the entire staff and Board of Directors of People's Place, I want to thank everyone 

for the April 16, 2019 donation of Easter baskets you lovingly put together for the girls at our 

Girls Group Home. All eight girls were thrilled to receive a basket filled with goodies plus the 

adorable teddy bears on Easter morning! 

Thank you for making this special day even more special for these young ladies that have 
been separated from their family. Your generous donations make a significant difference in 
the lives of those in need and also ensures that we are able to offer our many programs and 
services to the communities of southern Delaware. 

Thank you again for your support of People's Place which is greatly appreciated. We truly 

value your commitment and our partnership as we continue to "help people find their 

path to growth and independence. " 

 


