
	
	  

The Reporter 
The Monthly Newsletter of Reformation Evangelical Lutheran Church 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Churches of America 
Organized Feb 5, 1956 

 
 

Volume 62   Issue 11                              November 2018
 

Our Mission 
 

Invite, Engage, Equip, 
Embody 

 

Invite our neighbors as Jesus 
has invited us; 

Engage in a community 
of graceful discipleship; 

Equip our members for growth 
in faith and ministry; 

Embody the love of Jesus for 
the world around us. 

 

 
 

Reformation Lutheran 
Church 

613 Lakeview Ave. 
Milford, Delaware 19963 

Phone: 302 422-9117 
www.reformation-lutheran.net 

 
Kids, Inc. 

Phone: 302 422-9099 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:30am-3:00pm 
 

Worship Services 
Sept.-May 

8:30am & 11:00am 
 

Memorial Day- Labor Day 
10:00am 

 
Faith Connections 

 for All Ages 
Sept-May 

9:45am-10:45am 

Love Like Your Life Depends on It 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
With this year’s ReCreation theme of “Love One Another: Practical Skills for All of Life’s 
Relationships,” I’ve been engaged in many meaningful conversations about love with those 
who are helping plan the ReCreation events. In our brainstorming, and during the events 
themselves, many people at Reformation have wrestled with the question of what it truly 
means to follow Jesus’ call to love as he first loved us. Jesus gave up his life because he 
loves us. Not because we have it all together, or because we act perfectly all the time, or 
because we’ve earned it. Jesus simply loves us. How do we pass on Jesus’ self-giving love 
to the people in our lives?  
That’s what we are discussing and exploring in ReCreation this year. Being intentional 
about how we love others is one of the most meaningful ways we can grow as Christians. 
When we approach people with an attitude of love—those we know and strangers, those 
who are easy to love and those who are hard to love—we give others a glimpse of God’s 
Kingdom.  
The Apostle Peter gave these instructions for love: “Above all, maintain constant love for 
one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without 
complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with 
whatever gift each of you has received…so that God may be glorified in all things through 
Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 4:8-11). 
That’s a tall order! How do we “maintain constant love for one another” when our lives are 
hectic, when political tensions run high, and when we are increasingly isolated	by	tech- 

Continues on Page 2 
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Pastor Eric W. Evers 

Pastor Paige G. Evers 
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Our Church Leaders: 
Head of the Church: Jesus Christ 

President:  Linda Helm            (302) 422-2947 
Vice-President:  Fred Seth           (302) 628-8909 
Secretary:  Marge Leach           (609) 618-0433       
Treasurer:  Emmett Venett      financerlc1@gmail.com 

Council Members: 
Lisa Caccamise                       (847) 401-8271 
Lee Clarke             (302) 741-2396          
Josh McDuff             (302) 265-2868 
Marv Navarro             (302) 382-4870 
Beth Quattrociocchi                        (607) 727-9827 
Kristin Schlegel             (302) 424-0294 
Bill Vendetti             (302) 424-8293 
Jenna McDuff, Youth Representative 

Our Staff: 
The Rev. Eric W. Evers             Pastor
     Phone: (H) 422-5128  
                        Email: pr.eric@reformation-lutheran.net 

 

The Rev. Paige G. Evers             Pastor
     Phone: (H) 422-5128 
              Email: pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net 

 

 

Gail Betton Kelso             Director of Music Ministry 
                & Organist 
Phone: (C) 228-4155 

          Email: wooden88@hotmail.com  
 

Mary Lu Wilson                  Director, Kids, Inc.
                 Phone: (C) 422-9099  

            Email: kidsincrlc@hotmail.com 
 

Kathy Kimmel-Russ        Administrative Assistant 
               Phone: (W) 422-9117 
                 Email rlc.milford@gmail.com 
 

Faith Navarro                 Newsletter Editors 
Linda Helm  
Trish Boyer                    
Bill Vendetti   
Email Reporter Articles to:  marvandfaith@comcast.net 
     The Reporter is published monthly and mailed to all member 
households. The deadline for submitting material for the next 
issue is the 15th day of each month. Please send, as early as 
possible, your articles, notices, photos, etc. to the newsletter email 
address above. The Reporter is assembled on the Monday of the 
last full week of each month and mailed that week.  
 

A full color downloadable PDF version is posted at: 
www.reformation-lutheran.net/reporter 

 

Pastor's Message Continues 
nology? It takes a deliberate commitment to make love a way of 
life. Loving others deeply doesn’t mean simply being nice all the 
time. It means being honest, open-hearted, and willing to 
engage in meaningful ways with others.  
Being a part of a congregation is the perfect training ground for 
learning how to love one another. Every week as we worship 
together, we hear the good news that God loves us so much he 
sent his Son to die for us. We eat and drink Jesus’ body and 
blood in Holy Communion and receive the free gift of his grace. 
We join together with other believers to hear the gospel and sing 
words of faith. All of those aspects of worship help weave God’s 
great love throughout our church family, and strengthen our 
hearts to go out and love others. 
As we head toward Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas, be 
aware of ways that God is calling you to love others. As you 
gather with family and friends, look for opportunities to listen 
well, ask good questions, and learn ways to share God’s love 
with them. This is also a great season for offering love through 
your service at church and in the community. Love a stranger by 
giving a gift through the Mitten Tree or helping with the fleece 
scarves project. You can also offer God’s love to someone in a 
different generation. Make a child’s day by asking how school is 
going, or ask a teenager what they’re doing for Thanksgiving 
break. Check in with an older person and see if they want a ride 
to the Thanksgiving Eve worship service and pie social.  
I’ll leave you with a wonderful quote from author Shannan Martin 
that sums up why it is so important to be intentional, deliberate, 
and generous with our love. Shannan Martin writes, “The way 
we spend our love is the way we spend our lives.” That’s what 
the Christian life is all about. Friends, may you spend your love 
meaningfully and well, this month and always! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Paige  

 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Service & Pie Social 

On Wednesday, November 21, we will have  
our annual Thanksgiving Eve worship service at 7:30pm,  

with a Pie Social to follow.  
Come to thank God for all his blessings with your church 

family, and stay to enjoy pie and fellowship. 
 Bring a pie to share, and  

bring your appetite to sample all the options! 
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The Numbers! 
Birthdays and Anniversaries for November 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 
 

   1 
 

2 
Sharon Donlin 

3 
May Martin 

4 
Fred Seth 

5 6 7 8 
Ashley Webb 

9 
Emmett Venett 
Melody Olsen 

10 
Kerwin Boyer 

11 12 
Wendy Dodge 
Fern Warner 

13 
Don Abrutyn 

14 
Brock Huey 
Beth Neeman 

Ray & 
Michele 

Engelsiepen 

15 
Ed Kost 

16 
Nancy Yost 

17 

18 
Peggy Gallego 
Thomas Postles 

Allen & Sandra 
Kinnamon 

Paul & Karolyn 
Hayes 

19 20 
Erica Ortiz 

Diana & 
Deborah Young 

21 22 
Paul Cole 

Norm & 
Kathy 

Hamstead 

23 24 
Donn Steele 
Ed & Alice 

Daino 
Eric & Kaye 
Norenberg 

 
25 26 27 28 

Dakota Cousins 
Willow McPike 

29 
Shannon Moore 
Carol Troisi 
Gini Widmer 

30  

Birthdays are in plain text, Anniversaries are in Script text. 

From the Church Financial Desk:  
YTD Annual Attendance Numbers (through mid-October): 
Average Weekly Worship Attendance:  124 (121 last year) 
Average Weekly Faith Connections    33 (  27 last year) 
Financial Report (as of 9/30/18): 
Total Operating Income:   $378,088.56 
Total Operating Expense:   $386,814.80 
Income – Expense:    $   -8,726.24 
In the month of September, we did close the gap slightly between operating income and expenses, but not as much as we 
had hoped, so as you can see, we still are running over $8,000 behind. Total offerings are still 6% ahead of where they 
were at this point last year, so we remain hopeful that we can make up the difference before the end of 2018. Please 
consider how you can help us end the year in a strong financial position so that we can enter 2019 focused on mission and 
ministry. Thank you for your generous support! 

Help us to thank you! This last year, several of our members have begun supporting Reformation through automatic 
disbursements from retirement accounts. We deeply appreciate this! (If you are interested in learning more about this, contact the 
church office and we will put you in touch with the right person.) However, we have recently received a disbursement that came 
through with no name attached. The check cleared, but we don’t know who to thank! If you are having offerings sent from a brokerage 
or retirement account, please make sure that the gift comes through with your name as part of the record. Thank you! 
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Church Ministries 
WELCA NEWS 

WELCA Mission Statement: 
To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Mark your Calendar for the following WELCA Monthly Meetings, through December 2018 
November 1, 2018 Barbara Vance ~ 1 o’clock meeting, address 16155 Rockport Drive, Lewes, DE 19958 
December 6, 2018 Susan Romansky ~ Noon, Covered Dish. Sign-up sheet on bulletin board across from kitchen 
January 3, 2019 Alice Daino ~ 1 o’clock meeting 
February 7, 2019 Linda Hansen ~ 1 o’clock meeting, address: 164 West Shore Drive, Milton, DE 19968 
March 7, 2019  Deborah Young ~ 1 o’clock meeting 
April, 2019 Soup Supper ~ Date TBD, Soup Supper set up @ 6:00 pm, supper @ 6:30, Meeting follows service. 
May 2, 2019  Birthday Celebration Luncheon Time and Place to be Determined 
June 6, 2019  Dottie Lofland ~ Noon Luncheon ~ sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall across from kitchen 
Please join us as we resume our monthly meetings for the year 2018 ~ 2019.  Our next meeting is on Thursday, October 
4th at 1:00 p.m., at the home of Joan VanGorder. Please note her new address above. If you are new to Reformation, or 
have never been to WELCA meeting, please contact Deborah Young, President of our group, at 302 469-5340 for more 
information. 

 
WELCA volunteers “cutting up” as they create and assemble mittens for this year’s CSC Mitten Tree Appeal. 

 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
	Thank you for helping collect items for the shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child. We continue to collect 
items for the boxes.  A box is located in the Narthex to 
collect items.  At the beginning of November, we will 
pack the boxes and deliver them to a local collections 
center.  They will be delivered to a local drop-off location 
the week of November 12th.  We will need a donation 
of $9 per box. If you give a donation please make your 
check out directly to Samaritan’s Purse with 
Operation Christmas Child on the memo line.  Please 
consider picking up something at the store and putting it 
in the collection box.  

If you have any questions, please contact Karen 
Oldland at 752-7130. 

	

Teddy Bear Ministry 
When you see the Teddy Bears sitting in the pews at 
Reformation it is hard to believe that a ‘stuffed animal’ 
can make a difference.  As the holidays approach, 
remember that this can be a difficult time for those who 
have lost a family member, are sick, or don’t have family 
nearby to celebrate the holidays.   Please consider 
sharing God’s love through one of the Teddy Bears.   
For more information please contact Karen Oldland at 752-7130. 

 

NOTE: At this time, we do not need 
any donations of Teddy Bears; the 

suggested donation for the Teddy Bear 
Ministry is $10—note the donation on 

the memo line of your	check).	
	Thank You 
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Fellowship Opportunities for Children, Youth and Families!! 
 

 
 

Sunday Morning Faith and Fellowship Opportunities for Children & Youth 
Faith Connections is an invitation to come and talk with your brothers and sisters in Christ, enjoy coffee and refreshments, 
and deepen your relationship with Jesus. The mission of Faith Connections is: Building and sustaining our faith 
community one relationship at a time. 
There are different groups for various ages of learners at Faith Connections. The children’s class with Jeanne Coherd is 
open to preschool-aged children with a parent or caregiver, through 3rd graders. During Faith Connections Kids, 
Miss Jeanne shares Bible stories and helps parents learn ways to continue the conversations about faith at home. If the 
preschoolers want to move to the Nursery at any time during the Faith Connections hour, the class is flexible. Parents or 
caregivers are more than welcome to move to the Nursery with their child, or head home if the child has absorbed all the 
faith learning they can for the day. Faith Connections Kids is held in one of the classrooms.  
A group for 4th-12th graders meets with Pastor Paige in one of the classrooms. In this Faith Connections Youth class, we 
talk about life, school, friends, and the Bible, to learn how God is active in our lives. We get to know each other through 
topics that connect with the lives of youth, as we listen for God speaking to us and guiding us in all the ups and downs of 
our days.  
The learning and discussion materials that Pastor Paige shares with the youth come from an engaging resource called 
“XP3.” “XP” stands for “experience.” The name “XP3” comes from the three vital relationships we all experience as people 
of faith: relationships with God, neighbor, and self. XP3 comes from Jesus’ response to the question, “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment?” Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. And love your neighbor as yourself.”  
All of the XP3 series we are using at Reformation for the youth Faith Connections group focus on topics and Bible stories 
that help young people experience love for God, for themselves, and for others. Through the teaching and small group 
discussions, XP3 also helps kids grow with a deeper faith, wiser choices, and stronger relationships. We also have fun 
talking about our daily lives and getting to know our friends at church!  

Students in 4th grade and older, come and check out this Faith Connections group! 

Confirmation Lunch & Learning Event on November 4 

On Sunday, November 4, our Confirmation-aged students and families will meet after the 
11:00 worship service in the Fellowship Hall for a pizza lunch and learning time. Pastor Paige 
looks forward to talking and learning together about the Small Catechism, the Bible, and how we 
live out our faith in daily life.  Families of Confirmation students also attend ReCreation events 
and participate in service projects as part of the Confirmation curriculum at Reformation 
Lutheran Church. 
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Fellowship Opportunities for Children, Youth and Families!! 
 

 

 

 

 

	

	

	

Here is the practice schedule: 
		We	understand	it	is	a	busy	time	of	year	and	hope	that	children	will	be	able	to	attend	as	many	practices	as	possible.	

Saturday,	December	1	from	10:00-12:00	p.m.	practice	during	Parents’	Day	Out.	
Sunday,	December	9	at	9:45	a.m.	practice	during	a	portion	of	Faith	Connections.		(If	your	children	aren’t	in	the	play,	they	will	
still	gain	from	hearing	the	Christmas	story	as	the	rehearsals	are	happening.	They	will	also	be	able	to	participate	in	the	learning	

time.	Please	don’t	hesitate	to	have	them	attend	Faith	Connections	in	the	weeks	leading	to	Christmas.)	
Sunday,	December	16	at	9:45	a.m.	practice	during	Faith	Connections.	

Saturday,	December	22	from	10:00	a.m.-12:00	p.m.	last	practice	and	run-through.	
Monday,	December	24	at	3:15	p.m.	Arrive	to	prepare	for	the	Christmas	Eve	Worship	Service	&	Christmas	Play.	

	

	

	

	

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

Be a Part of Acting out the Christmas Story! 
The Christmas Eve Children’s Play is a beloved tradition at Reformation. All children are welcome to participate in the 
Christmas Eve play so they can learn the story of Jesus’ birth and help announce to the congregation that our Savior has 
come!  The Play will be offered during the 4:00 p.m. worship service, which also includes candlelight and Holy 
Communion.  We will also have candlelight services with Holy Communion at 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.  
Jeanne Coherd and Pastor Paige are working together on the planning for the play.  They’d love to know if your children 
or grandchildren would like to take part. Children as young as 3 years old are welcome to play animals in the barn, with 
older children helping lead them up front.  
Please speak with Jeanne Coherd or contact Pastor Paige (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net) if you’d like to sign your 
child(ren) up for the play! 

Here is the practice schedule: 
		We understand it is a busy time of year and hope that children will be able to attend as many practices as possible. 

Saturday, December 1 from 10:00-12:00 p.m. practice during Parents’ Day Out. 
Sunday, December 9 at 9:45 a.m. practice during a portion of Faith Connections.  (If your children aren’t in the play, they 
will still gain from hearing the Christmas story as the rehearsals are happening. They will also be able to participate in the 

learning time. Please don’t hesitate to have them attend Faith Connections in the weeks leading to Christmas.) 
Sunday, December 16 at 9:45 a.m. practice during Faith Connections. 

Saturday, December 22 from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. last practice and run-through. 
Monday, December 24 at 3:15 p.m. Arrive to prepare for the Christmas Eve Worship Service & Christmas Play. 

	

 Service Opportunity on  
November 10th 

Please see the article in this Reporter about 
making fleece scarves for Code Purple! (This 
event is organized by the Christian Service 

committee and was postponed from October.) 
This was a lot of fun last year. We made a ton 
of warm and cozy scarves for people who are 

homeless or who need warm clothing. 
Remember, November 10, from 10 am to noon!  

Please see Pastor Paige with any questions. 

	

Kickoff December with Parents’ Day Out 
Saturday, December 1, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Need to do a little shopping?   
Wrap your children’s gifts?  

 Go out for lunch and reconnect with family 
or friends?   

Reformation’s Youth & Family Ministry has a day for you: 
Parents’ Day Out on Saturday, December 1.  E-mail Pastor 
Paige (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net) to let us know 
your children are coming.  
We ask for $5 per child to help cover a pizza lunch and 
snacks.  We look forward to having older youth help out with 
the children and we will have adults chaperoning, along with 
Pastor Paige. 
Games, crafts, snacks and fun are on the agenda for 
Parents’ Day Out again this year!  (The children in the play 
will also be rehearsing with Jeanne Coherd from 10:00-12:00 
p.m. during Parents’ Day Out.) 
	



The Reporter – November 2018 Page 7 
 

Church Ministries (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Christian Service Committee November Events 
The CSC is focusing on 3 major events this fall that are all near and dear to the committee’s hearts. They include: 
November 4th: Frozen Entrée collection for the homeless men, women and children of Milford, who have to frequent the 
Code Purple Shelters when the temperatures go below 32 degrees. Giving entrees is easy-peasy! Go to your favorite local 
grocery store, meander to the freezer aisle, bypass the ice cream, and head instead to the frozen entrée section. Pick out 
1,2,5,10 (whatever is in your heart to buy,) place them in your cart. You can choose individual portioned entrees or the family size, 
it doesn’t matter. What matters is you will be providing a meal for an individual or up to 4 individuals with your donation. They will 
have a HOT MEAL that night, thanks to YOU! On November 4th, Jen Miller and Albert McCallister will take all the donated entrees 
that are placed in the blue & white cooler in the Narthex that day, to the 2 shelter locations. Questions: ask a CSC member for 
details (Jen Miller, Chairperson, members include Sherry Titherington, Dot Willis, Eleanor Gregory, Gini Widmer, Suzanne 
Madanat, and Faith Navarro to name a few. Any of them would gladly answer your questions. And if you would like to help us with 
our mission, please join us at our next meeting. 

Rescheduled Scarf Making Event 

November 10:  Fleece Scarf Making Event, which benefits the Homeless at both Code Purple Shelters. We make fleece 
scarves for men, women and children and distribute them at the two Code Purple facilities. Last year the Youth participated and it 
was a fun event for all. Fortunately, they are coming back for an encore. Maybe we should introduce hot cocoa, warm, spiced 
cider and donuts to entice more participation!  Come join us! The more the merrier and many hands make light, faster work. NO 
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. If you can cut with a pair of scissors, you are IN! If you are a quilter and have a mat, a rotary cutter 
and a straight edge, we could use your help, too. This year we will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall at church from 10 to 12, so 
please come join us. No sign up necessary! 
November 12:  Can’t make it on November 10th? Eleanor Gregory has decided to involve some of the ladies at one of Milford’s 
nursing homes to assist in making the scarves. Eleanor works with these ladies every Monday morning, engaging them in Arts 
and Crafts projects. If you know anything about Eleanor, she is a fun-loving, engaging soul who loves people. She will be doing 
her scarf creating on November 12th. If you would like to join her, she would love to have the company.  Feel free to contact 
Eleanor for details on that adventure. Her cell number is in the church directory, or you can inquire at church, as she is here most 
Sundays. 
November 21:  Annual Mitten Tree Event. It’s that time of the year for giving to others, especially those in need. Yes, 
it’s time for Reformation’s annual Mitten Tree.  The Mitten Tree will be available November 21, 2018, during the pie 
social and evening service. It will run through December 16, 2018, ending after the 11:00 am service.  
The tree will be filled with mittens, each representing a needy/isolated LOCAL elderly/disabled individual living in 
poverty throughout Milford and Sussex County. If you feel that you are in the position to give, simply remove a mitten 
from the tree and complete the information on the white mitten behind the yellow one and place the white one in the 
box.  On the face of the yellow mitten, the gift request will be noted. You can use that as your reminder.  Please 
remember that those are gifts and all items are to be new, no used items will be accepted.    
There will also be red mittens for Gettysburg Seminary and the Pastors’ Discretionary Fund. Please ensure that if you 
select the Gettysburg mittens, that your check is made out to “Gettysburg Seminary” or if Discretionary Fund 
mittens, that you notate it on the memo line of the check.  All checks are to be placed in the box next to the tree.  

All gifts are to be placed under the tree no later than December 16, 2018, by 11:00 a.m. 
In the past I have personally delivered and witnessed the joy and appreciation some of these needy clients have 
displayed when receiving needed items and/or gift cards.  I am so very happy to be a part of a missionary that is so 
giving and generous to those in need. From the bottom of this old Social Workers heart and voices of many in need 
over the years, please accept my “Thank-you”. 
If any concerns arise, please contact Suzanne Madanat @ 302-382-6065 or 302-424-4853 or smadanat@aol.com. 
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Faith Connections 
Sunday Morning Faith and Fellowship Opportunities  

Faith Connections is our Sunday morning learning time for all ages, from 9:45-10:45 a.m.  Stay after the 8:30 a.m. worship 
service, or come before the 11:00 a.m. service, for Christian growth and learning.  Faith Connections is an invitation to 
come and talk with your brothers and sisters in Christ, enjoy coffee and refreshments, and deepen your relationship with 
Jesus. The mission of Faith Connections is: Building and sustaining our faith community one relationship at a time. 
We offer coffee and treats every week at 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Visit with your church family, welcome visitors, 
and enjoy catching up with each other. Then the learning groups begin. We encourage consistent attendance for all ages at 
Faith Connections, but if your schedule doesn’t allow that, all of the groups are open to you to attend whenever you are 
able.  There is always an open seat for you! 
There are different groups for various ages of learners at Faith Connections. The children’s class with Jeanne Coherd is 
open to preschool-aged children with a parent or caregiver, through 3rd graders. During Faith Connections Kids, Miss 
Jeanne shares Bible stories and helps parents learn ways to continue the conversations about faith at home. If the 
preschoolers want to move to the Nursery at any time during the Faith Connections hour, the class is flexible. Parents or 
caregivers are more than welcome to move to the Nursery with their child, or head home if the child has absorbed all the 
faith learning they can for the day. Faith Connections Kids is held in one of the classrooms.  
A group for 4th-12th graders meets with Pastor Paige in one of the classrooms. In this Faith Connections Youth class, we 
talk about life, school, friends, and the Bible, to learn how God is active in our lives. We get to know each other through 
topics that connect with the lives of youth, as we listen for God speaking to us and guiding us in all the ups and downs of 
our days. For more details on Pastor Paige’s materials, please turn to Fellowship Opportunities for Children, Youth 
and Families, pull out pages 5 & 6 in center of this publication.	
The Adult Bible Study meets in the Fellowship Hall during Faith Connections. Pastor Eric, Pastor Gordon Simmons, and 
Chris Antonik lead discussions on various topics related to the Bible, faith, and life throughout the year. We hope you will 
come for the Adult Bible Study so you can learn from your brothers and sisters in Christ and offer your stories to encourage 
others.  
As has been our practice for the last several years, on the Sundays that we have ReCreation lunch and learning events, 
Faith Connections will not meet.  There will be coffee and refreshments for members and visitors to enjoy between the 
worship services every Sunday. In order to gather as a whole church for ReCreation, we do not have Faith Connections on 
those days. Since ReCreation is designed for all ages of the congregation to eat lunch and learn together, we focus on 
worship and ReCreation on those Sundays. Please see the schedule of this year’s ReCreation events later in this 
Reporter. 

 
 
 
 
 

Church Ministries 
WELCA NEWS 

 

Faith Connections Groups Recap 
Meeting from 9:45-10:45 a.m. 

Everyone: Coffee, refreshments, and conversation in the Fellowship Hall. 

Infants: Play with the caregiver in the Nursery. 

Preschool through 3rd Grade, (Parents or caregivers with younger children are 
welcome to attend with their child): Faith Connections Kids with Ms. Jeanne in a 
classroom. 

4th-12th Grades: Faith Connections Youth with Pastor Paige in a classroom. 

Adults: Adult Bible Study with Pastor Eric, Pastor Gordon, and Chris Antonik in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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Upcoming Fellowship Events 
Racial Justice Workshop in Dover on November 17, 2018 

The Racial Justice Ministry Team of the Delaware-Maryland Synod is hosting a workshop this November for lay leaders and 
members of the synod. This time together will build upon the workshop offered to rostered ministers earlier this year. The 
purpose is to facilitate similar discussions about the reality of race/racism in the world, the church and ourselves. There will 
be three areas of focus to better understand and encounter race/racism: 

 personal identity   congregational identity Christ-centered identity and response 
The workshop will occur on Saturday, November 17 at St. Andrew's Lutheran Church (425 N Dupont Highway, Dover, 
 DE. Dover,19901) from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Lunch will be provided. The cost of the workshop is $15 and payments can be  
made on-site. Checks should be made out to the Delaware-Maryland Synod. To register for the event, please contact 
Journey of Faith Church via journey7902@verizon.net or at 410-655-5250.  We hope many from RLC will attend. 

Capital Ringers ~ Celebrate the Season! 
A Reformation favorite for many years, ringing in the season a little earlier than usual, the performance being held on 

Sunday, November 18 at 4 p.m.  
What a great time to get you in the holiday season, without all the rush!  Come and enjoy a relaxing afternoon of Handbells. 

Many of the ringers are RLC members. See more details on page 11. 

Kickoff December with Parents’ Day Out on December 1 
Saturday, December 1 from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Need to do a little shopping?  Wrap your children’s gifts?  Go out for lunch and reconnect with family or friends?  
Reformation’s Youth & Family Ministry has a day for you: Parents’ Day Out on Saturday, December 1.  

 E-mail Pastor Paige (pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net) to let us know your children are coming.   
We ask for $5 per child to help cover a pizza lunch and snacks.  We look forward to having older youth help out with the 

children and we will have adults chaperoning, along with Pastor Paige.   
Games, crafts, snacks, and fun are on the agenda for Parents’ Day Out again this year!  

 (The children in the play will also be rehearsing with Jeanne Coherd from 10:00-12:00 p.m. during Parents’ Day Out.) 

Do You Love to Bake? Do You Enjoy Meeting Your Milford Neighbors? 
Join our Reformation Cookie Table at the Santa House on December 2! 

One of Milford’s beloved Christmas traditions is the Santa House downtown, right over the river on Walnut Street.  Reformation has an 
Evangelism opportunity to offer free cookies to families visiting the Santa House for one day only: Sunday, December 2 from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Our cookie table was a big hit for the past two years. 	

Can you bake a batch of cookies and/or hand out cookies for an hour at a Reformation table next to the Santa House on 
December 2?  It’s a fun time seeing kids and their excitement for Christmas. You are invited to attend 8:30 worship and then 
join Pastor Paige and other folks at the Reformation table!  
All ages are invited to reach out to our community with Jesus’ love through your delicious cookies. Please contact Pastor 
Paige with any questions or to sign up: pr.paige@reformation-lutheran.net. There will also be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board across from the kitchen. 

Concert to Benefit Homeless Ministries in Milford, December 9 
Mark your calendars for the evening of December 9 at 7:00 p.m.! Thomas Keesecker, an accomplished organist, pianist, choir 
director, and composer will be coming to Reformation with music to help usher us more fully into the Advent season. Admission is free, 
with an offering being collected to benefit homeless ministries in Milford. More details to come! 
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Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord 
From the choir loft...   

The season of anticipation is nearing…the Advent season is a time of waiting and watching. 
Would you like to join us this season for an Advent cantata? The cantatas that speak to just 
the time of Advent are quite reflective and are few and far between. There are many, many. 
many anthems and cantatas that begin with the preparation time and end with the birth of 
Jesus. Our service is called ‘Longing for the Light’ and will hopefully and prayerfully prepare 
you for His coming. We will begin rehearsals in November at our regular Thursday night 
rehearsals. We’ll practice the cantata from 8-8:45PM and present our offering on the Sunday 
before Christmas, December 23rd.  
Consider joining us! 
Blessings! 
Gail 

 
 

Ways to Pray 
Prayer Chain:  Reformation has an email prayer chain group that will lift up specific requests in prayer throughout the 
week.  This is separate from the Sunday prayers of the Church.  If you have a request you would like on the email prayer 
chain, please contact the church office.  If you would like to join the prayer chain group, please contact one of the pastors. 

Sunday Worship Prayer List:  The following prayer requests are from the most recent Sunday before the Reporter 
publication deadline. To add someone to the prayers of the Church in worship, please write their names on the list behind 
the altar. 
Anne Anderson     Zach Emory    Albert Lambertson 
Carrie Bearor     Patty Eustis    Pastor John Ranney   
Ben, Jenn & Family    Dot Farlow    Gary Reese 
Kerwin Boyer     Ray Gannon    Heidy Ritter 
June Breitfeller     Kevin & Pam Gruwell   Steven 
Linda Caccamise    Todd Hannah    Suzanne   
David      Bob & Patti Hermann   Lisa Tisch 
Deborah     Connie Howell    Trevor 
Madi Dodge     Jill     Jessica Waddington 
The Elliott Family and Baby   Kathy Kimmel Russ   Frank Walker, Sr.  
Susan Emory     Angela Wilson Kost     
       The Family and Friends of Bonnie Russell   The Family and Friends of Pat Venett  
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Announcements and Updates 
Capital Ringers ~ Celebrate the Season! 

Capital Ringers are a favorite lead into the Holiday Season here at Reformation Lutheran Church. We are fortunate to have 
the Ringers’ here even before the Thanksgiving holiday, appearing on Sunday, November 18 at 4 o’clock in the afternoon.  
Admission is $15 per person and FREE for children 18 and under!  This performance is always very well received by the 
Congregation and community of Milford, so you may want to buy your tickets in advance. You can order them online at 
 brownpapertickets.com. If you need more information, please call them at 302 632-1043 or visit their website at 
www.capitalringers.org. We know you will want to add this event to your list of holiday traditions for years to come! 

 
Fellowship Committee Open Letter to the Congregation 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
My name is Faith Navarro and I am the new chairperson of the Fellowship Committee. I am blessed to be working with a 
great group of people who have been supporting my efforts to re-organize the Fellowship Committee and make it work 
smarter and more organized for you, our client, the Congregation here at Reformation.  
That being said, I think our Picnic Committee did a FANTASTIC job in planning and executing the first outdoor picnic in 
RLC history! (Of course, God helped with providing a wonderfully sunny day!). We had a post-picnic meeting and had a few 
suggestions to make next years’ picnic run smoother. Here are a few of the suggestions:  Offer a Facebook sign up sheet, 
provide sign up sheets in the church bulletin. Inexpensive Hot Dogs are OUT/Quality hot dogs will be on next years’ menu!  
Some people expressed that they didn’t know the ice cream truck was not free. Next year, if we have the truck, we will make 
sure it is in the church bulletin so everyone knows there is a charge. Did you like the addition of live music? If you would like 
to be a part of the picnic planning, please speak up! It is never too early to volunteer! 
If you have any suggestions, please let us know. You are our clients, please make your concerns/suggestions known. We 
are listening. Email me at marvandfaith@comcast.net. 
Our Celebration of Life Committee is the hardest mission we minister to, but also the most rewarding, as our mission is to 
provide the family of the deceased with the kind of reception they want for their loved one in a timely manner. This 
committee has a very limited time to get their event organized and executed. We have days, maybe up to a week to get all 
the planning, food and set up done. It is a combined effort and must be a well-oiled machine. We have meetings so that we 
are all on the same page. I am trying to establish menus that can be used so that the event is a success and well presented. 
Yes, things are run a little differently than in the past; we are going through a transition period right now, trying to figure out 
what works and doesn’t work. While I’m writing this, we have only one event under our belt, but what matters is that the 
family was happy with the outcome, the food was well received, the coffee was hot and ready when the event took place 
and the team worked well together. It was very satisfying for the team and I was proud of their performance. All those who 
supplied desserts, you did an excellent job. Thank you all for your generosity of time, food and work. 
In closing, thank you to all of you who have volunteered to bring in food for our Coffee Fellowship, Annual Picnic, 
Celebration of Life events and our yearly Seder Meal. I am enjoying working with you all and you all have enriched my life. I 
feel very blessed to be a part of this church. Amen. 

Faith Navarro 
Fellowship Chairperson 
 
 

ReCreation News 
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Practical	Skills	for	
Loving	Difficult	People 

After a delicious lunch at the October ReCreation event, we talked about what it means to “Create Healthy Boundaries” 
with the people in our lives. As followers of Jesus, we learn from a young age that we are called to love one another. We 
shared experiences of creating and maintaining boundaries in our various roles in life, such as in family relationships, at 
work, as a volunteer in the community, and as a church member. Sometimes the people in our lives want more from us than 
we are able to give, or they expect so much of our time and attention that our other relationships tend to suffer. We talked 
about insights from Jesus’ life and teaching that help us navigate that and set healthy limits.  
We’ll take the idea of healthy boundaries one step further at the November 11 ReCreation event as we talk about ways to 
love difficult people. What does “difficult” mean? Maybe it’s a family member with different political beliefs from you. You find 
it hard to have a conversation with him or her. Maybe it’s a co-worker who wants to monopolize your time and attention. You 
can’t avoid them at the office, but you have to find a way to get your work done. A difficult person could be a customer or 
someone you volunteer with whose behavior you don’t understand. What does love require of you in each one of these 
situations? We’ll talk about that important question and more at the November ReCreation event.  
Come and participate in ReCreation! Even if you’ve never attended before, there is a place for you. Lunch is provided by a 
Food Team that prepares and serves the entire meal. Families with young children may not be able to stay for the entire 
event, but they are welcome to come for lunch. By sitting at tables together, the youngest children in our church family will 
grow up knowing there are adults at church who care about them and want to help them develop a life-long faith. 
Between ReCreation events, you are invited to share your questions about Jesus’ call to Love One Another through the 
ReCreation bulletin board in the hallway. Just write a question or a relationship scenario on a small piece of paper that is 
provided. Drop it into the boxes attached to the bulletin board. ReCreation team members will read the papers and 
incorporate the questions into future events. 
Being involved in the leadership of ReCreation is also a faith-changing experience. The ReCreation Core Team members 
(Karen Oldland—Leader, Mary Currie, Linda Helm, Pat Kost, Kristin Schlegel, Bill Vendetti, Pastor Paige, and Pastor Eric) 
would love to help you find a way for you to use your gifts for the glory of God and the benefit of all ages of your church 
family at Recreation. Please speak with a Core Team member to find out more. See you at ReCreation 

ReCreation 2018-2019 “Love One Another” 

November 11 – Loving Difficult People 
January 20 –Work through Conflicts 

February 24 – Rebuild Broken Relationships 
March 17 – Use your Gifts to Serve 

April 7 – Help Others through Hard Times 
May 19 – Love Changes Everything 

 

 


